
Appendix 4: Summary of models (model weights ≥ 0.01) assessing differences in 

habitat characteristics between successful and unsuccessful nests of Common Terns 

on Gull Island, Nova Scotia, in 2018. All models include an intercept term. 
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no. rocks 20-30 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 m + no. intrasp. nests 

≤ 5 m 4 -26.71 62.35 0.00 0.22 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 m 3 -28.00 62.54 0.19 0.20 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. rocks ≥ 30 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 

m 4 -26.99 62.90 0.55 0.16 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. rocks ≥ 30 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 

m + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m 5 -26.28 63.99 1.64 0.10 

no. rocks ≥ 30 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 m 3 -29.20 64.94 2.60 0.06 

no. rocks 20-29 cm 2 -30.49 65.24 2.89 0.05 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m 3 -29.68 65.90 3.55 0.04 

no. rocks ≥ 30 cm + no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 m + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 

5 m 4 -28.69 66.30 3.96 0.03 

no. rocks ≥ 30 cm 2 -31.11 66.48 4.13 0.03 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. rocks ≥ 30 cm  3 -30.10 66.74 4.39 0.02 

no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m 3 -30.19 66.93 4.59 0.02 

no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m 2 -31.41 67.09 4.74 0.02 

null model 1 -32.60 67.29 4.94 0.02 

no. intersp. nests ≤ 2 m 2 -31.70 67.66 5.31 0.02 

no. rocks ≥ 30 cm + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 m 3 -30.68 67.91 5.56 0.01 

no. rocks 20-29 cm + no. rocks ≥ 30 cm  + no. intrasp. nests ≤ 5 

m 4 -29.58 68.10 5.75 0.01 

†Number of parameters in model.  



‡Akaike’s Information Criterion (corrected for small sample sizes).  

§Difference in Akaike’s Information Criterion (corrected for small sample sizes) values 

between the model in question and the most parsimonious model. 

|Measure of relative support for the model in question (model weight). 


